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How Far Would Your iPhone’s Resale Value Go In 60 

Countries 

(DAYS WAGES, RENT & BILLS OR NUMBER OF MEALS & BEERS,) 

The study by BankMyCell analyzed wage and cost of living figures from major cities and towns 

in 60 countries via the crowdsourcing database, Numbeo. We compared these figures against 

the trade-in values of popular iPhone models with a mid-tier storage size of 256GB. 

Out of all iPhone prices in 60 countries, BankMyCell revealed how the average Americans 

iPhone can go from being an everyday commodity to a life-changing payday. 

HOW MANY DAYS WAGES WOULD A TRADE-IN EARN IN 60 COUNTRIES? 

 iPhone XS Max 256GB: $680.00 

 iPhone X 256GB: $480.00 

 iPhone 8 256GB: $335.00 

If the average number of days people work a year is around the 240 mark (minus 

personal/public holidays), selling an iPhone XS Max 256GB would earn the average American 

1.66% of their yearly salary after taxes at 4 days wages. 

THE BIGGEST PAYDAY 

Selling an iPhone XS Max 256GB would earn the average person living in 5.7 days to  of their 

yearly salary after taxes at 72.7 days wages. 

A DROP IN THE OCEAN 

Selling an iPhone XS Max 256GB would earn the average person living in Southampton, 

Bermuda 1.04% of their yearly salary after taxes at 2.5 days wages. 

COMPARING iPHONE X PRICES AGAINST FOOD, DRINK, RENT AND BILLS 

We took what will be one of 2019’s most popular traded in iPhone’s and compared its resale 

value against cost of living figures for survival and recreational costs in best/worst case 

scenarios. Essentially, we can see extremities at each end of the spectrum if you were to 

repurpose your iPhone’s value in a major city from the 60 countries used in this study. 

iPHONE X VALUE VS MEALS OUT 

How many times could you eat out at a reasonable priced restaurant in a major town or city? 

The comparison for meals out is monumental, you could dine in a restaurant every day for 



 
 
almost a year in Colombo, Sri Lanka at 276 visits for the cost of an iPhone X. However, in 

Southampton, Bermuda you would barely get past 2 weeks at 16 restaurant meals. 

iPHONE X VALUE VS BEER 

How many times 0.5L domestic beers could you buy in a major town or city? Selling your 

iPhone X could get you 585 domestic beers in Hanoi, Vietnam compared to only 24 in 

Reykjavik, Iceland. Again, these figures are quit astounding, you’ll be able to get 24 times the 

amount of beers in Vietnam compared to Iceland, letting you buy a beer every day for over a 

year and a half.  

iPHONE X VALUE VS PROPERTY RENTAL 

How many times days or months could you rent an average 1-bed city center apartment in a 

major town or city? The value of your iPhone X would not go that far in Hong Kong, where you 

would be able to rent a reasonable 1-bed city center apartment for only 5.7 days. In Gujarat, 

India you’ll be able to rent for 28 times longer at 5.4 months, putting a roof over your head for 

almost half a year. 

iPHONE X VALUE VS UTILITY BILLS 

How many months could you cover your utility bills in a major town or city? With all utility 

usages being based on an 85m2 apartment, citizens of Berlin, Germany could cover their home 

running costs for 1.68 months for the value of their iPhone X. Alternatively, if you lived in 

Ethiopia’s capital city of Addis Ababa, you could cover the costs of your property for over 2 

years (14 times more). The utility bills costs include electricity, cooling, heating, water, gas and 

garbage. 

 

To learn more, see the full report here 

https://www.bankmycell.com/blog/iphone-resale-value-globally 

Comparisons: https://www.bankmycell.com/blog/iphone-resale-value-globally#comparison  

Raw Data:  https://www.bankmycell.com/blog/iphone-resale-value-globally#data  
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Who Are BankMyCell? 

BankMyCell is the trusted name for cell phone trade-ins in the US - We have extensive 

experience in the electronics recycling market. In fact, our CEO previously owned 

CompareMyMobile.com, a gadget trade-in power house in the UK and supplier of data to Sky, 

cellular networks, Mobile News Magazine, cell phone distributors and much more. Since 2009 

our team have been responsible for directing over $150m worth of gadget trade-ins to online 

stores globally. We pride ourselves on giving consumers accurate, up-to-date, and 

independent advice on the price comparison options available. 

 


